
BELGRADE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

COUNCIL CHAMBER

APRIL 8, 2014

7: 00 PM

Mayor Russell C. Nelson called the meeting to order. Mayor and Council Members
present:  Russell C. Nelson, Anne Koentopp, Ken Smith, Kristine Menicucci, Mark Criner and
John Youngberg.  Others in attendance were:  City Manager Ted Barkley, City Attorney Rick
Ramler, Library Director Gale Bacon, Christie Lewis, Kris Killorn, Gil Moore, Ron Lindroth,
Mark McLeod, Joe Nelson, Ph llis Wernikowski and Michael Tucker.Y

Council Member Criner moved to excuse Council Member Cooper from the Apri18,

2014 Council Meeting.

Council Member Youngberg seconded the motion

All voted aye, motion carried unanimausly

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 17, 2014 COUNCIL MEETING

Council Member Youngberg moved to approve the minutes of the March 17, 2014
Council Meeting.

Council Member Menicucci seconded the motion.

All voted aye, motion carried unanimously

PUBLIC FORUM

Mayor Nelson called three times for any members of the public to speak during the
Public Forum.  Hearing none, the public forum was closed.

PUBLIC HEARING

Exotic Animal License

City Manager Barkley reviewed the current policy and stated the steps that had already
been completed in the process including notice to her residential neighbors.  License Applicant

Christie Lewis, residing at 914 Paisley Drive, came forward to answer questions posed by the
council.  Ms. Lewis had already been licensed to keep one exotic animal.  Barkley clarified that
this license would allow Lewis to have two animals at her residence.  Barkley confirmed that the
Belgrade Police and Community Service Officer had completed their inspection and approval of

the enclosure for the animals. 
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Mayor Nelson opened the public hearing and called three times for public comment.  Hearing
none, public hearing was closed.

Council Member Youn ber moved to a rove Ms. Lewis' a lication sub' ect to theg g PP PP J

conditions set forth in the Belgrade City Code, for an Exotic Animal License.

Council Member Criner seconded the motion.

All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

REPORTS

Mayor Nelson read a Proclamation regarding National Librarv Week, April 13- 19,
2014. He also read a Proclamation regarding National Service Reco nition Dav( RSVP)
designated as April 1, 2014.

City Attorney Ramler provided an update on obtaining the services of a Water Rights
Consultant. He had made contact with Ms. Holly Franz, an attorney in Helena, and felt her
assistance could be a promising option.

City Manager Barkley reported that the CDGB/RLF program had five inquiries with one
application currently under review. A meeting will be scheduled with the Reviewing Committee
to make a recommendation to the City Council. Barkley suggested a review of the Committee
Members since it has been relatively inactive for a period of time.

Budget calendar was being developed in view of when the Ciry would receive tax
revenue inforrnation.

Reported that the two (2) dog limit per residence had been brought up by Belgrade
residents

Indicated that the banking service ordinance was being reviewed and would be brought
up at a future meeting.

Reported that interviews for filling the Administrative Secretary position had been
on oin , with additional interviews scheduled that week, ho ed to make an offer b the end ofg g P Y
this week.

Reviewed letter regarding corrective actions far the City Audit

Advised of complaints received from Belgrade residents about Opticom issues related to

last year' s project and repairs of damages not yet completed
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Advised of the ground breaking on the new Tennis Courts along with plans determining
the best way to use the Top Soil in an around that area.  Clarification of liability insurance
concerns would be reviewed with MMIA due to joint responsibilities for the Sports Complex

between the State, Airport, School District and the City.
i

Stated that an advertisement was to be published next week regarding all vacancies on
Boards and Commissions

that the unacce table ade situation on Ha and Cruiser streets has beenReported p gr ppy

brought to the attention of the developers.

Reported on grant opportunity for matching funds thru the CTEP program.

Reported that a private party had come forward stating their willingness to pay for a bus
shelter along with a sidewalk segment at the Streamline bus stop located near the fertilizer plant
in Belgrade. A proposal would be brought before the Council at a future meeting.

Reported that the Public Works Department has begun concentrated efforts in patching
major potholes around town, continuing over the next month

Council Member Smith asked about the progress of Hoffman Ditch cleaning. Barkley
indicated it appeared to be going well.

DISCUSSION AGENDA

SET DATE FOR PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING PROPOSED ORDINANCE

2014- 1 RECODIFICATION OF MEDICAL MARIJUANA ORDINANCE

Council Member Koentopp moved to set date for public hearing of Proposed Ordinance
2014- 1 for the first Council meeting in May 2014.

Council Member Menicucci seconded the motion.

All voted a e, motion carried unanimousl  .Y Y

CONSIDER THE PROPOSED INTER-LOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE

CITY OF BELGRADE AND CENTRAL VALLEY FIRE DISTRICT FOR FIRE AND

RESCUE SERVICES FOR FY2014- 2015

City Manager Barkley provided an updated Proposed Agreement to each Council
Member.  He noted the term of the agreement would be one year and designed to roll forward as

long as it was needed.  Barkley indicated this was a draft agreement still subject to further
refinements. Trustee Chairman Gillmore stepped forward and answered various questions posed

by the Council.  Barkley stated the final proposed Agreement would be brought before the
Council for consideration in May.

3



CONSIDER PROPOSAL TO RESTRUCTURE PUBLIC WORKS EMPLOYEE

WORKDAY

City Manager Barkley reviewed the benefits of changing the Public Works scheduled
workdays from eight hours per day to 10 hours per day, seven days per week. This change
would have positive effects on productivity and provide greater availability to residents and
contractors.

i m n Th r in none ublic cornment wasMa or Nelson called three times for ubl c com e t.     e e beY P g P
closed.

Council members agreed with implementation of the new schedule.

CONSIDER RESOLUTION APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE MONTANA

MUNICIPAL INTERLOCAL AUTHORITY (MMIA) REVISED AND RESTATED

WORKMAN' S COMPENSATION PROGRAM AGREEMENT DATED JULY 1, 2014.

City Manager Barkley reviewed the revisions, and related that the was to create more
stabiliry in our rates.

Mayor Nelson called for public comment three times, there being none, public comment
was closed.

Council Member Koentopp moved to adopt RES 2014- 3 approving and adopting the
MMIA Revised and Restated Workman' s Compensation Program Agreement.

Council Member Smith seconded the motion.

All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

CONSIDER RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE REVISED AND RESTATED

FLEXIBLE BENEFITS PLAN FOR THE EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF BELGRADE

City Manager Barkley noted no change in costs to the City. The revisions will bring us
into conformance with the IRS Code. Optional features may be proposed at a future meeting for
Council' s consideration.

Mayor Nelson called for public comment.  There being none, public comment was
closed.

Council Member Youngberg moved to approve RES 2014-4 to adopt the revised and
restated Flexible Benefits Plan for the employees of the City of Belgrade.
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Council Member Menicucci seconded the motion.

rri nanimousl .All voted a e motion ca ed uY Y

CONSIDER PROPOSAL FROM MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL

RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION (DNRC) TO RESTRUCTURE OUTSTANDING

OBLIGATIONS TO THE WASTEWATER REVOLVING FUND AND DRINHING

WATER REVOLVING FUND

City Manager Barkley explained the refinancing of Belgrade' s outstanding debt with
DNRC and our application to lower the interest rates.  If accepted, the closing date would be on
or about May 15, 2014. This item would come before the Council for approval at the meeting on
Apri121, 2014.

Mayor Nelson called for public comment. There being none, public comment was
closed.

Council Member Criner moved to authorize the City Manager to move forward with the
loan restructuring related to the Revolving Fund Loans.

Council Member Koentopp seconded the motion.

All voted aye, motion carried unanimously

CONSIDER REQUEST TO MODIFY THE LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

TERM OF OFFICE

Library Director Bacon reviewed the current practices and proposed changes to the terms
and the dates of appointment.  She requested the yearly schedule be brought into alignment with
the code and with the Library' s needs, with terms beginning in July of each year.

City Manager Barkley reviewed the contents of MCA 22- 1- 308 and reviewed specific
date requirements.

Mayor Nelson called for public comment.  There being none, public comment was
1 ec os d.

I Council Member Menicucci moved to acce t the restructured term of office for LibraP rY

Board of Trustees.

Council Member Youngberg seconded the motion.

All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.
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Library Director Bacon reported on plans for a new Library sign and discussed
landscaping plans being made possible by volunteers and donations.  She also commented on
building Library Foundation membership so eligibility for endowment funds could be
maintained.

CONSENT AGENDA

APPROVE MARCH 2O14 PAYROLL

Council Member Youngberg moved to approve the March 2014 Payroll.

Council Member Menicucci seconded the motion.

All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

EXECUTIVE SESSION— Closed from 8: 20 - 8: 45 p.m.
Discussed strategy related to litigation.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Mayor Nelson was asked by Gallatin County Commissioners to sit in on interviews for
County Administrator and the process was still moving forward with final consideration of two
candidates.

Council Member Koentopp reported on recent MMIA training and found it very
informative.  She asked about the tentative schedule for Belgrade' s annual Spring Cleanup in
cooperation with Republic/Allied Waste Services.  City Manager Barkley indicated he would get
more information on the plan for this event.

Council Member Smith reported he was not able to attend the MMIA training due to a
conflict with a Water Quality Board meeting on the same day.  He stated his desire to attend the
training in the future.

Council Member Menicucci also found the MMIA training enjoyable.  She commented
on plans to attend the League of Cities meeting this Fall .  Menicucci reminded everyone of the

date for Arbor Day and stated her desire to donate an additional tree for planting during this
years' ceremony in Belgrade.

Council Member Criner inquired about the status of the Penwell Subdivision. Mayor

Nelson gave a general update on lien status and stated that no one seemed to be looking to
develop the property at this time and the plat approval had already expired.  Criner also inquired
about Belgrade' s Supplemental Sick Leave program and participation by employees in the
ICMA 457 plan program.  City Manager Barkley confirmed these programs were available to all
City employees and general information about the program was given.
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Council Member Youngberg reported he had been contacted by Belgrade Sales and
Service regarding the problem with water in the alley running off from the mercantile building
onto the area where Belgrade Sales would unload equipment. This had caused very icy
conditions and needed to be resolved.  City Manager Barkley stated he would initiate contact and
look into the issue.

ADJOURN

Council Member Criner motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8: 57 PM

Russell C. Nelson, Mayor

i G 1

Susan Caldwell,

Administrative Secretary

7


