
BELGRADE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

COUNCIL CHAMBERS

October 20, 2014

7: 00 PM

Mayor Russell Nelson called the meeting to order.  Council Members in attendance were:
Brad Cooper, Anne Koentopp, Ken Smith and Kristine Menicucci.  Others in attendance were:
City Manager Ted Barkley, City Attorney Rick Ramler, Planning Director Jason Karp, Jackie
Flikkema, Rick and Candy Lubanski, Wade Pehl, Tracy Knoedler, Lori Christenson, Rick Gale,
Michele Snowberger, Jeff Reiter and Michael Tucker.

Council Member Mennicucci moved to excuse Council Members Criner and Youngberg.
Council Member Smith seconded the motion.

All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.   

APPROVED MINUTES OF THE October 6, 2014 MEETING

Council Member Koentopp moved to approve the minutes of the October 6, 2014
meeting. Council Member Menicucci seconded the motion

All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC FORUM

Michele Snowberger, President of Belgrade Youth Forum, indicated the group is having a
meeting this Thursday night at 7pm at the Living Waters Church located at 51 E. Cameron
Bridge Road.  The subject under consideration would be the Belgrade Skate Park project and
Snowberger invited all Council members and public to attend.

Mayor Nelson called 2 more times for public comment. There being none, the public I
forum was closed.

iPUBLIC HEARING

CONSIDER Proposed Resolution 2014- 17 of the City Council providing a safe and
useable streets policy and directing staff to develop implementation strategies to increase
the usability of all streets for all modes of travel for citizens of all ages and abilities in
Belgrade.

Planning Director Karp reviewed the proposed resolution. He noted that City staff had
joined the Building Active Communities Initiative Action (BACIA) Institute program sponsored
by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention back in March of 2014.  Part of the program
required formation of a committee of community stakeholders with diverse backgrounds. The
Belgrade team consisted of Planning Director Karp, Public Works Director Klotz, School
Superintendent Lubansky, Gallatin City-County Health Officer Kelly, Belgrade Citizen Stacy
Johnson and Saddle Peak Elementary Principal Smith. Many other Montana cities participated
in the initiative with similar team makeup. The program promoted ways of making cities safer



for walking and biking along with health and economic benefits.  Belgrade s committee
developed the project providing for safe and usable streets.  Two mini grants in the amount of

2000 each have already been awarded to apply toward implementation of the plan. Kathy
Castekas of Montana State University acted as team leader and provided a tremendous resource
in this endeavor.

Karp identified the Schools as a major stakeholder within the City. They have been a
substantial partner in these endeavors, including sidewalk connections and providing bike racks
to name a few. The project was also presented to the Gallatin City-County Board of Health.
When this subject was added to their agenda, it produced a lot of positive attention from the

media. Karp indicated that the Board of Health had provided a letter of approval, and the City
County Planning board had unanimously approved the program.

Adoption of this policy would result in City staff going in to look at current specifications
and subdivision regulations, and review of all future street building and remodels with a view to
making streets useable by all concerned, fitting in with the Safe Streets Policy.  Karp referred to
the statistic that an average of one-third of residents don' t drive due to various limitations so

making the streets user-friendly for pedestrians, bike riders, etc., thereby including them into the
equation. Karp thanked the members of the committee for their team efforts to make the
program successful.      

Mayor Nelson called for public comment.

Candy Lubansky, Belgade Schools Superintendent, spoke of the beauty of walking in our
city due to the trees and buildings.  She spoke of the schools being in a partnership with the City
in building paths along with the City.  She indicated the school' s intention that whenever a new
path or sidewalk is put in, the goal is to have it connect to something the City has or will build
onto.  She commented on the sidewalk that was put in this summer from Spooner through the

softball field so there would be a safe walkway over to Jackrabbit. This coming Spring she
indicated the school would be planting trees up the blvd in front of the Middle School and
beyond Saddle Peak School.  She noted the idea of attracting more people to make the choice to
walk, particularly in view of their plan to install benches along the walkway, made by students.
Ms. Lubansky expressed that the School District was pleased to be invited to join BACIA and
they are committed to complementing the City' s efforts in making the area walkable and useable
for all.

Lorrie Christenson, Gallatin County Health Department, spoke regarding their support of
the creation of a better, healthier community. They support any effort encouraging healthier
choices.  She indicated that, in response to their Community Health Assessment, Belgrade
residents had repeatedly commented on physical barriers that made it difficult for them to gather
as a community. Residents also expressed their desire to feel and be more connected with
neighbors and the need for accessible activities for their young children.  Integrating the Safe
Streets policy would encourage health enhancing choices. Ms. Christenson indicated this as a
State-wide initiative and a collaborative effort.
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Tracy Knoedler, Health Board Member, commented on Karp' s presentation to the Health
Board which was well received. All agreed this was an important initiative, fitting well with the
goals of public health, safety, environmental quality and economic choices when it comes to
alternatives such as choosing to walk instead of drive.  She confirmed that the Board of Health
fully supported this initiative.

Michele Snowberger, President of Belgrade Youth Forum, stated that the forum is

dedicated to improving the lives of children in our community, and making it easier for families j
to connect.  She spoke in support of this initiative as a great step toward this goal.

Mayor called 2 more times for public comment, there being none, the public forum was
closed.

Council Member Menicucci noted the Library' s strategic plan which also had this subject
of connectivity and access within the community as a top priority.  She thanked the committee
for their work on this initiative.      I

Council Member Smith asked if anything contained in this resolution would put undue
hardship upon individual property owners. Karp responded that individual property owners are
not responsible for remodeling streets in general.  This cost would be directed at the city, county
and state level when streets are being rebuilt.  It would also be directed at subdividers, but would
not represent a big change in that regard because sidewalks are already required in our
Subdivision regulations. Karp also brought up the project scheduled for the spring of 2015 when
the CTEP grant project would begin on sidewalks along Jackrabbit and other areas, helping to
make more connections with existing sidewalks.  In addition, Karp pointed out that adopting
such a policy would open up more opportunities to apply for grants which would help cover
costs.

Mayor Nelson inquired about some of the sidewalks included in the project to begin in

the Spring of 201 S. Karp indicated a gap that would be closed along the Bandits Outfield on
Mayfair Street and currently ends where Ballpark Green Subdivision begins. A map was
displayed to show some of the other gaps in sidewalks that are to be addressed by the CTEP
project. The area along Cameron in front of the churches was also brought up due to the
increased traffic that will be coming thru.  Karp noted this will be under consideration.  The
width of streets and right-of-ways was also discussed and how adding sidewalks might be
affected.  The ultimate goal is linking main neighborhoods together first, with more refinements
added later.

ACTION: Council Member Menicucci moved to approve the Safe and Useable Streets

Resolution 2014- 17 and directed City staff to begin the process of evaluating the City Standards
and Specifications, Subdivision Regulations, and other applicable ordinances, regulations, and

policies for review and approval by the City Council to implement the ideals of the Safe and I,
Useable Streets Resolution.  Council Member Koentopp seconded the motion.      

All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.
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REPORTS

Mayor Nelson declared October 23- 31 as " Red Ribbon Week— Drug Prevention" and
read aloud said proclamation.

Mr. Rick Dale spoke on behalf of Alcohol and Drug Services of Gallatin County and the
Coalition on Drug Awareness and asked for the Council' s support in proclaiming October 23-
31

St

as Red Ribbon Week. Mr. Dale summarized some of the history behind the Red Ribbon
program established in 1988 and the activities taking place in remembrance of those who have
made sacrifices and worked so hard in relation to drug prevention and achieving a drug free
community.

City Attorney Ramler had nothing to report.

City Manager Barkley reported that City Hall is now Wi-Fi enabled. Two options are
available with one for public use as a" guest" network and one for secure City business purposes.    

Barkley reported that on Nov 10'
h

there will be a Joint meeting between Central Valley
Fire District( CVFD) and Council at 6pm.  Barkley directed attention to the item on tonight' s
Agenda regarding the Interlocal Agreement with CVFD and asked that the Council table their
consideration of this restated Agreement to allow staff to clarify and confirm the way the
workmens' compensation plan will work between the two entities.

Barkley reported meeting last week with Tom Lopash, Chief of Staff for Senator Tester.
Several issues were discussed including Federal policy relating to funding for transportation, the
flexibility of Community Development Block Grants, utility infrastructure assistance particularly
related to Federal regulations that require capital expenditures. Also discussed was the potential

for Federal help in addressing energy development impacts related to increasing number of trains
running on the tracks through town.  Helping to mitigate the impact and helping to enforce quiet
zones and safer crossings would be desirable and Barkley expects to hear back from Mr. Lopash
on this shortly.

Barkley reported that he and Phyllis Wernikowski had attended the Montana League of
Cities Conference October 8- 10`

h.  
Barkley had also attended their Legislative Committee

meeting, although he is not a member of this committee, and was able to garner support from
some other Cities to originate legislation that would significantly reduce the fire department
regulatory environment for Second Class Cities.  It came out of the Legislative Committee on a I,

unanimous vote, specifically pertaining to Second Class Cities, sponsored as a local control over
local issues.  This would remove the restrictions on the configuration of Fire Departments.

When it moved from Committee to membership, the vote was also unanimous. Now the next
step is to find someone to sponsor the initiative, dependent on the upcoming election results.

Barkley reported that staff is continuing to work on updating personnel rules and
regulations for the City.
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In response to Mayor Nelson' s request from a prior meeting, Barkley noted several dates
that would be available for observing and listening in on our City Court process. Various
Omnibus hearing dates were listed that begin at 8: 30am. The next few dates were listed as Oct
23`

d, 
Oct

30th, 

Nov 6' Nov 13`
h, 

Dec 4`
h

and Dec 18`
h. 

The Mayor and Council members were

welcome to attend if they so wished.

Barkley reported that a number Belgrade' s Police Officers were participating in the" Tip
a Cop" fund raiser for Special Olympics on Wednesday, October 27' from 11: 00 am to 9: 00 pm II
at McKenzie River Pizza Restaurant in Belgrade. All tips would be donated to the Special

Olympics.   

Barkley reported that a barrel to collect items for donation to the Gallatin Food Bank was
being placed at the City Hall in Belgrade in an effort to further integrate with the community
efforts to support citizens in need.   

Barkley reported on efforts to streamline the business license renewal process.

Barkley reported on an upcoming meeting with Debe Youngberg of the Belgrade
Chamber of Commerce and the local Hotel owners to lay out the proposition of forming a
tourism business improvement district. This first meeting will give the opportunity to talk about
potential ideas and test interest.

Barkley pointed out a packet of reading material provided to each Council member
related to keeping ofUrban Chickens which included the 2009 draft ordinance that was
considered by Belgrade Council and also the Bozeman Urban Chicken program currently in
place for added reference.  Barkley reminded the Council that a public hearing on this subject
was scheduled for November 17`

h.   
He indicated the published notice of that hearing would

appear in the local newspapers by the end of October.

Barkley referred to a significant issue related to budgeting for the next year.  Barkley
indicated his intention to start a dialogue with the Council, probably at the next Council meeting
regarding a potential request for a tax levy.  If a tax levy is to be put on the ballot, it will need to
be done fairly early in the Spring of 2015 ifwe would like to have our own special election and
not have it combined with any other issue.  Regulations would require this to happen prior to
March

31St

in order not to be lumped together with other jurisdictions. This would require a

decision by Council to be made by December 2014.

DISCUSSION AGENDA

CONSIDER the Restated Interlocal Agreement with Central Valley Fire District.

ACTION: Council Member Cooper moved to table the discussion regarding the
Restated Interlocal Agreement with Central Valley Fire District until the next regular meeting.
Council Member Menicucci seconded the motion.
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All voted aye, motion carried unanimously

CONSENT AGENDA

I

Warrants Payable for September 2014 I

Council Member Coo er moved to a rove the Warrants Payable for September 2014. IP PP

Council Member Smith seconded the motion.   

All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.   

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Mayor Nelson had nothing to report.

Council Member Cooper asked about weeds along the irrigation ditch by the soccer fields
and wanted the ditch company to be asked to manage the weed growth, at least mowing them
down.

Council Member Menicucci noticed weeds are very high in the alleys and she felt they
are a fire hazard due to dryness.  Barkley indicated that individual property owners are
responsible for weed management and several properties are in the notice and/ or warning process
right now.

Council Member Smith noticed an increasing amount of Hound' s Tongue weeds present
on Jackrabbitt right-of-way past the schools going north.

Council Member Koentopp has been asked about the date that traffic will be allowed
down Cameron from the Airport. Barkley noted the date was still pending. The road currently
being used for entrance/ exit for the airport( Gallatin Field Road) will remain as permanent,
however turning will be limited.

ADJOURN

Council Member Menicucci moved to adjourn the meeti g at 7: 52 p.m.

Russell C. Nelson, Mayor

Susan Caldwell,

Administrative Assistant to the City Manager
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