
BELGRADE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

COUNCIL CHAMBERS

January 4, 2016
7: 00 PM

Mayor Russell Nelson called the meeting to order.  Council Members in attendance were:
Brad Cooper, Anne Koentopp, Jim Simon, Ken Smith, Kristine Menicucci, Mark Criner, and
John Youngberg. Others in attendance were:  City Manager Ted Barkley, City Attorney Rick
Ramler, Finance Director Diane Eagleson, Planning Director Jason Karp, Kevin and Teri
Patterson, Prudence Edgar, Jesse and Bob Edgar, Duncan and Deb Brumley, Tim Duvall, Jim
Venellen, Ed Roe, Hunter and Lacey Simon, Debe Youngberg, Jackie Flikkema and Michael
Tucker.       

APPROVED MINUTES OF THE December 21, 2015 COUNCIL MEETING

Council Member Youngberg moved to approve the minutes of the December 21, 2015
Council meeting. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried
unanimously.

OATHS OF OFFICE

City Clerk Susan Caldwell administered Oaths of Office and presented the following
officials with their individual Certificate of Election issued by the Gallatin County Election
Administrator:

Jim Simon, Council, term ending December 31, 2019
Anne Koentopp, Council, term ending December 31, 2019
Mark Criner, Council, term ending December 31, 2019
Mazk Criner, Deputy Mayor, term ending December 31, 2016
Russ Nelson, Mayor, term ending December 31, 2017

City Manager Barkley thanked John Youngberg for his many years of service. Jim
Simon took his seat as the newly elected Council Member for Ward 3.

PUBLIC FORUM

Mayor Nelson called for public comment.

Scott Bell with Morrison Maierle Engineering presented an award jointly issued to the
City of Belgrade and Morrison Maierle for Engineering Excellence in relation to the East
Belgrade Interchange project. American Council ofEngineering Companies (ACEC) is the
accreditation authority of civil engineers. Bell noted that this project received 2 awards, and it
would be submitted to Washington DC to compete for the ACEC Grand Award.  The results
would be known in February 2016.



Mayor Nelson called 2 more times for public comment, there being none, the public
forum was closed.

PUBLIC HEARING

Zonin Map Amendment—Duvall Propertv

Planning Director Karp reviewed the zone change request to rezone property on Bailey' s
Way. The owner planned to build storage units and office buildings.  It was deemed to comply
with the growth policy. Notice was sent to adjoining property owners and a sign was posted at
the sight. Applicant Tim Duvall was in attendance.   

I

Jim Venellen, Gaston Engineering, spoke on behalf of the applicant and stated their
appreciation of council' s support.

Mayor Nelson opened the public hearing and called for public comment on this item.  

Terri Patterson, residing at 26 Bailey' s Way, lot l, spoke in opposition to the zoning
change.  She stated that she did not receive the letter about the first public hearing until the day I
the hearing was scheduled to occur, November 30`. Therefore, she did not feel they were able to

properly prepare to oppose this zoning change.  She sta.ted that she moved to Bailey' s Way to
live in a residential area, not a business area.  She did not feel this was an appropriate use for this
property.

Deb Brumley, residing at Lot 4 on Bailey' s Way, spoke in opposition to any business use
that would cause additional traffic on their road.  She felt storage units would be the least
impactful, but she was concerned that this zone change would open it up to several other
business types.  She commented on some summaries put out by ITE and a Trip generation
manual and what types of businesses cause different tr c patterns.  She reviewed the statistics

that if the business area was about 1 acre, it could generate 15 vehicles in and out every day.

Bob Edgar, residing at 60 Bailey' s way, Lot 2, spoke in opposition of the zoning change.
He commented that they were already dealing with more traffic being so close to Thorpe Road.
He stated that he has lived at this property for 15 years and adding more traffic would have a
detrimental effect. He wanted this property to remain zoned as residential.

Planning Director Karp summarized the letter that was included in the Council Packet in
relation to this public hearing. The letter was written by Alan Pearce, residing at 94 Bailey' s
Way, and his letter stated he did not object to the zone change.

Teri Patterson spoke again, in behalf of the family living on Lot 5 on Bailey' s Way,
because they had sent her an electronic text message on the requested zoning change. In
summary, the first text message from" Cindy" resident of Lot 5, stated her desire to see a
feasibility study first and have the storage units placed closer to the freeway, closer to where it is
already a commercial- type area, with certain hours of operation for security concerns. A second
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text stated" Cindy" was opposed to the zoning change, upon further review of the written zoning
letter. They were in favor of remaining residential.

Mayor Nelson called 2 more times for public comment. There being none, the public
forum was closed.

Timothy Duvall, applicant, spoke regarding the comments implying that the other end of
his property is commercial. He stated that this property is agricultural. He thought his current
property that he was asking for the rezone was also agricultural. He felt that zoning was done
after the minor subdivision.    

I

Jason Karp stated that the zoning was determined in the 1980' s and has not been
changed. The owner had chosen to split it into 5 lots. RSM has been the zoning for at least 20

I
years. City of Belgrade determines the use, the sub-dividing is done through the County.

Council Member Koentopp noted that during the public hearing held in November on this
application at the Planning Board meeting, not one person had come forward with opposition and
she questioned how the notice had been sent out. The individuals present indicated they had not
received notice prior to the Planning Meeting public hearing.

Planning Director Karp noted that if the zoning was different or incorrect in the first
place, such as being agriculturally un-zoned, then the process would change. Karp felt this
would need research before proceeding further.  Karp also confirmed that he would check on
when the notices for public hearing were actually mailed out.

ACTION:  Council Member Menicucci moved to continue the public hearing to January
19, 2016, in order to allow for further research to be done.  Council Member Criner seconded the
motion. Motion carried 5 to 1.

Council Members voting aye: Koentopp, Simon, Menicucci, Criner, Smith.
Council Members voting nay: Cooper.

General discussion followed regarding other tracts of land in the area and requirements
for an encroachment permit from the County in order to have access off of Thorpe Road.

REPORTS

Mayor Nelson had nothing to report.

City Attorney Ramler had nothing to report.

City Manager Barkley reported ongoing work being accomplished in updating the
Employee Personnel Rules and Regulations. He stated his hope to have them before the Council
for review soon.
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Barkley reported on work to create a Request for Proposal for City Engineering services.
We will also be posting the Permit Technician position very soon.

Barkley reported on Montana Department of Transportation' s ( MDT) plans for the East
Valley Center spur. MDT studied the spur after safety modifications were made and new data
was collected. MDT' s first choice was to close the spur, however, due to public input, it appears
that they will be putting more traffic signals in at this location. Other options may include turn
restrictions and as roundabout.

Barkley reported on issues arising out of snow removal and residents placing items
within the street Right-of-Way( ROV. More communication with the public and a better

permitting process for ROW use will be brought back before the Council.

Barkley reported that water quality testing is still in process related to our Bac-t violation.
We are working with DEQ to change our water monitoring protocols and testing locations.

Barkley commented on receiving more requests for streetlights. This item will also be
brought up for more discussion at the Council Planning Retreat on January 19'.

DISCUSSION AGENDA

Consider Second Reading of Ord 2016- 1 Rezone Duvall Property

This item was tabled until Jan 19' to allow for additional public input.

Discuss and Appoint Council Member to Park Board Committee—2 year term

ACTION:  Council Member Criner moved to approve appointment of Council

Member Simon to the Park Board Committee.  Council Member Menicucci seconded the

motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.      

Discuss and Appoint Council Member to Planning Board- 2 year term

ACTION:  Council Member Cooper moved to approve re-appointment of Council

Member Koentopp to the Planning Board.  Council Member Criner seconded the motion.       
All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.  

Discuss Agenda for Upcoming Council Retreat I

Ted Barkle provided a draft of Goals and Topics for Discussion for the Council Retreat on

January 19 beginning at 2pm. The training will be held at the Fire Training Facility through
6: 00 P.M. The proposed discussion items follow the budgetary and program goals carried
forward from the last fiscal year. T'his will be a public meeting and the public are welcome to
attend.
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Council Member Cooper asked to add a discussion item regarding the intersection of
Madison& Broadway, now that the City owns the house on that corner. Barkley noted that there
are no accidents to speak of at the Madison/Broadway corner.   The intersection of Oregon and

East Main should probably get attention first. Barkley noted that it would make sense to
m imize the funding that we can get from MDT through the region. T'he more items we can
combine into a single project, the more we can do all at once. We need to update our

transportation plan so we will be eligible for funding. An example would be to rebuild Main and
the quadrangle Main along Broadway to Madison, then to Jackrabbit back to Main Street all as
one project.  This works in with the long term maintenance deferrals. Curbs, gutters, sidewalks
can all be in a single integrated project.

Council Member Koentopp wanted to discuss how dark and uninviting it seems as you
travel into Belgrade from the south. It is very difficult to see. Barkley said this would be
discussed at the retreat in regard to our vision for future projects and the needed funding.

CONSENT AGENDA

Payroll for December 2015

ACTION:  Council Member Smith moved to approve Payroll for December 2015.

Council Member Cooper seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Council Member Cooper Oregon railroad crossing was cleared and he appreciated it.

Council Member Koentopp reported that she attended the memorial service for Jack
Joyner who had served 10 years on the City Council in the past.

Council Member Simon commented on the snow removal in some of the intersections.

He wanted to make the City Manager aware of the conditions on the side streets and how the
snow pack is getting packed and slick.

Council Member Menicucci also commented on the time Jack Joyner spent on the

council and expressed her appreciation for his service.

Council Member Criner commented on sidewalk shoveling. He noticed places where
people have to walk out onto the street because the sidewalks are not cleared. Also some

vehicles are not being moved and the snow is bermed around them and he felt this should be
addressed.

Barkley confirmed that each business owner should be clearing their own sections of the
sidewalk.  The state is supposed to clear it over the overpass. Ed Roe, City Public Works
employee, commented on the normal routine where they are instructed to plow sidewalks.  They
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are instructed to skip the bridge because the State is supposed to do it, even though they don' t
always do it. He noted the new bobcat has been integral in being able to get their work
accomplished.  Criner asked if we are plowing Alaska, Roe confirmed that he is plowing and
sanding it, but it probably needs it more often, almost daily. Public Works has a regular sanding
route.

Council Member Criner also asked about reflective markers to keep people from turning
left from the airport.  He noted that the current setup is not working because drivers are doing u-
turns.  It was noted that 2light poles have been knocked over at the interchange and the surface

is very slick in the roundabout.

Council Member Smith spoke about an area ofproperty near the new bypass going
toward the interstate being used as a sledding hill. It was confirmed that this is not City property.
It is State property, but people are parking their cars along Hawaii Street.  Smith inquired if this
could be made into some kind of toboggan park and name it after Russ Nelson. He suggested

that it be brought up at a Park Board meeting if they so desired. This location appears to be a
great location for safe sledding.

ADJOURN

Council Member Criner moved to adjourn the meeting at 823 p.m.

t      

Russell C. Nelson, Mayor

usan ealdwell, City Clerk
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