
BELGRADE CITY COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES

COUNCIL CHAMBERS
June 6, 2016

7: 00 PM

Mayor Russell Nelson called the meeting to order.  Council Members in attendance were:
Brad Cooper, Anne Koentopp, Jim Simon, Kristine Menicucci, and Mark Criner.

Others in attendance were:  City Manager Ted Barkley, City Attorney Richard Ramler,
Planning Director Jason Karp, Michael Tucker, Wade Pehl, Ben Nistler and Luke Howard.

ACTION: Council Member Cooper moved to excuse Council Member Smith. Council
Member Simon seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

APPROVED MINUTES OF THE May 16, 2016 Council Meeting. 

ACTION: Council Member Menicucci moved to approve the minutes of the May 16,
2016 Council meeting.  Council Member Koentopp seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion
carried unanimously.      

PUBLIC FORUM

I

Mayor Nelson called 3 times for public comment.  There being none, the public forum
was closed.

REPORTS

Mavor' s Renort— the Mayor had nothing to report.

Citv Attornev' s Reaort—the City Attorney had nothing to report.   

Citv Manager' s Reaort

City Manager Barkley reported that the Consumer Confidence Report regarding
Belgrade' s Water Quality was published and copies are available for review.

Barkley reported that a new County-wide Emergency Plan will be unveiled within the
next few weeks. All jurisdictions are participating in the process. Arrangements are being made
to have Patric Longergan present information to the Belgrade Council sometime in July.

Barkley referred to a copy of Minutes from the last local government round table
discussion provided for the council member' s information. These meetings will probably occur
quarterly and all council members are invited to attend.



Barkley asked the Council to consider and grant authority to the City Manager to sign an
amendment on the CTEP Sidewalks project in order to cover costs associated with re-bid of the

project, payable to Sanderson Stewart Engineering.

ACTION:  Council Member Menicucci moved to authorize the City Manager to
approve and sign for an additional expenditure up to $3400 for costs incurred due to Re-
Bid process by Sanderson Stewart for the CTEP Sidewalks II project. Council Member
Criner seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

Barkley reported that an audit of the City' s reporting process for the Public Employee
Retirement System( PERS) had been completed this month. A good report of our accounts was

given.

Barkley reported that the Library fund raising through the Madison River Brewery event
was successful and provided approximately$ 500 to the Library Foundation as a donation.

Barkley reported on waiting for final drawings for the Skate Park design from the Galatin
Valley Skatepark Association( GVSA) which will be placed on a future agenda for Council
review. A meeting is scheduled for June 10' with the GVSA for finalization of the location
within Lewis & Clark Park. They are planning construction to begin in July.  The spot most
favored is on the west side of Townpump' s building, south of the well-house.  This area would

accommodate Phase 1 and 2 with a flat area and a bowl.

Barkley reported that the City is almost ready to move on with demolition of the Redd
property, waiting for one more bid. Bids have been coming in around $31, 000.

Barkley reported that he and Police Chief Clark had met with downtown business owners
and the Chamber of Commerce about experimenting with 2-hour parking limits in some areas.
Merchants are frustrated with employees taking all the parking of possible customers. Barkley
pointed out that the Chamber had initiated this action.  It would probably not include parking lot
areas. Enforcement may be a challenge.

Barkley reported that City staff plan to meet with the City Engineer to start work on a
strategy to make sure our current water supply is sufficient. Barkley noted the new business
subdivision coming in near the new Good Will store. There are concerns regarding water system
capacity to be addressed in light of the new rules that have taken effect in recent years.   

Barkley reported that the Insurance Services Office( ISO) is evaluating our building code
effectiveness, which can affect insurance rates. Belgrade has a grade 5 which is good news for

our rating.    

Barkley reported on the discussion taking place between the City staff and Valley Bank
since it is being purchased by First Interstate Bank. Barkley explained the questions that had i,

come over the recorded deed to the property involved. About 40 years ago the City sponsored
and Industrial Revenue Bond on behalf of the Montana Bank of Belgrade in order to build the
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facility. The bonds were paid back as scheduled. No money is owed to the City, however, when
it was researched, the County Recorder still shows the City of Belgrade as the property owner.
This has been discussed with City Attorney Ramler, and due to the lack of information, instead
of a warranty deed, a quit-claim deed may be issued so the bank can move on with the sale
transaction.  Ramler confirmed that a quit-claim would clarify that the City does not claim any
ownership of the property.

Wade Pehl, representing Valley Bank of Belgrade and Flathead Bank, also discussed the
history of the project beginning in 1979. When the final sum of$250,000 was paid, this retired
the bonds, but apparently no deed was every recorded under the name of the Bank.  Future plans
under the new bank ownership is probably to maintain services in the existing building and in the
Town& Country grocery store, but then build a larger facility and move the bank to a different
location within Belgrade.  Pehl was unsure of plans for the current building after the move.

ACTION:  Council Member Cooper moved to approve issuing a quit-claim deed to
Valley Bank, subsidiary of Flathead Bank, relinquishing any interest the City may have in
this property. Council Member Criner seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried
unanimously.

DISCUSSION AGENDA

Consider Board Member Appointments

Mayor Nelson recommended reappointment of Richard Tramp to the Board of
Adjustment, and reappointment of Patrick O' Donnell and Diane Letendre to the Independent

Grievance Review Board.

ACTION:  Council Member Koentopp moved to approve reappointment of Richard
Tramp to the Board of Adjustment with a 3 year term ending April 30, 2019. Council
Member Menicucci seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

ACTION:  Council Member Koentopp moved to approve reappointment of Patrick
O' Donnell and Diane Letendre to the Independent Grievance Review Board with a 2 year
term ending April 30, 2018. Council Member Menicucci seconded the motion. All voted
aye, motion carried unanimously.

I

Consider Reauest to set date for Public Hearing for Proposed Budget Amendments for li
Fiscal Year ending June 2015

I
Council asked about the progress of completing the audit for FY14- 15.  Barkley noted the

plan to start on June 14', and his recommendation to keep the same Auditors for 3 more years to
maintain continuity.  Council also discussed the schedule for the performance appraisal of the
City Manager.      

I
II
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ACTION: Council Member Criner moved to set public hearing to consider

proposed Budget Amendments for Fiscal Year Ending June 2015 on June 20, 2016.
Council Member Simon seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Nelson called for public comment. There was none.

Consider Repuest to set date for Public Hearing for Prouosed Budget Amendments for
Fiscal Year ending June 2016

ACTION:  Council Member Criner moved to set public hearing for proposed
Budget Amendments for Fiscal Year ending June 2016 on June 20, 2016. Council Member
Simon seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Nelson called for public comment. There was none.      
I

At 7: 37 pm, Mayor Nelson excused himself from consideration of the next 2 Discussion Items
due to personal involvement and called upon Deputy Mayor Criner to conduct the meeting.     

Consider Improvements Agreement for Rven Glenn Estates Subdivision Phase 4
i

I

Planning Director Karp reviewed the Improvements Agreement and the existing Letter of
Credit to be applied to this phase as well.  Staff recommended approval. Karp noted that at the

end of the building season, they will no doubt present an updated Improvements Agreement with
a smaller letter of credit as allowed.

Deputy Mayor Criner called for public comment.  There was none.

ACTION: Council Member Koentopp moved to approve the Improvements
Agreement for Ryen Glenn Estates Subdivision Phase 4 to be accompanied by the current
Letter of Credit for the project that is in the possession of the City of Belgrade in the
amount of$ 1, 673,473. 19 and complying with the terms of the Improvements Agreement.
Council Member Cooper seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

Consider Final Plat Approval for Rven Glenn Estates Subdivision Phase 4

Planning Director Karp noted that with the approval of the Improvements Agreement the
applicant is asking for Final Plat approval. This project will officially connect Powers Blvd all
the way through Ryen Glenn and Meadowlark Ranch Estates.  It was noted that the Applicant
was in attendance to answer questions.

Deputy Mayor Criner called for public comment. There was none.

ACTION:  Council Member Menicucci moved to grant final plat approval to the

Ryen Glenn Estates Subdivision Phase 4 subject to the transmittal of the signed

Improvements Agreement, finding that all conditions of preliminary plat approval have
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been met and the subdivision complies with the Montana Subdivision and Platting Act and
the Belgrade City Code. Council Member Simon seconded the motion. All voted aye,
motion carried unanimously.

At 7: 44 p.m., Mayor Nelson came back to the podium and resumed his directing of the meeting.

Consider Resolution of Intent to Create a Special Improvements Lightin District for Rven
Glenn Estates Phases 1 2 and 4 and Meadowlark Ranch Estates Phases 1 and 2.

Planning Director Karp reviewed the Intent to Create a Street Lighting District.  Lights
were never installed for Meadowlark Ranch Phase 1 so the previous Lighting District for that
area was dissolved and the new District will now cover that area.

General discussion followed about the different styles of light poles. Ben Nistler
confirmed Shoebox style lights would probably be used. NW Energy will be asked to provide a
graphic to show the style at the public hearing for more information.

Mayor Nelson called for public comment. There was none.      I,

ACTION:  Council Member Menicucci moved to adopt Resolution 2016-5 a I

Resolution of Intent to create a Special Improvement Lighting District for Ryen Glenn
Estates Phases 1, 2, and 4 and Meadowlark Ranch Estates Phases 1 and 2, and to set date
for Public Hearing and final Resolution for June 20, 2016. Council Member Koentopp
seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

Consider First Reading of proposed Ordinance 2016— 3 ReuealinS the current Animal

Control Ordinance Title 4, Chauter 1 of Belgrade Citv Code, and adouting a New Animal
Control Ordinance as Title 4, Chapter 1 of BelSrade Citv Code

City Attorney Ramler reviewed the proposed changes which mainly reflected adjustments
to the definitions of" nuisance" and" vicious" and added a new definition of" dangerous".
Penalty provisions were basically the same. The goal is to make this ordinance easier to
understand and make the definitions more applicable.

Discussion followed regarding Kennel Licenses and the limit of" 2 dogs per lot".
Council also discussed the challenge of enforcing the dog licensing rules. The Police
Deparhnent has asked for more clarity to help avoid confusion.  Confusion arises when citizens
don' t understand if the limit applies per lot, per dwelling unit, per apartment, etc.

Council supported the requirement to impose a stronger penalty upon the second incident
of a dog biting a person, and requiring the dog be permanently removed/banned from city limits.
It was noted that the sitting judge has not yet had a dog bite case come before him for
consideration.

Mayor Nelson called for public comment. There was none.
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ACTION: Council Member Cooper moved to approve Ordinance 2016-3 upon First

Reading Repealing the current Animal Control Ordinance Title 4, Chapter 1 of Belgrade
City Code, and adopting a New Animal Control Ordinance as Title 4, Chapter 1 of
Belgrade City Code with suggested changes and set date for Public Hearing on June 20,
2016.  Council Member Criner seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried

unanimously.

Consider First Reading of aroaosed Ordinance 2016-4 Reuealing the current General
Penaltv Provision and Civil or Criminal Action Provision, contained in Title 1, Chaater 4
of Bel rade Citv Code, and adoating a new General Penaltv Provision and Civil or
Criminal Action Provision in Title 1, Chapter 4 of Belgrade Citv Code

City Attorney Ramler reviewed adjustments in the new wording of this ordinance. There
are no substantive changes. The new wording cleans up provisions in the code that are either
governed by state law or no longer constitutional.

Mayor Nelson called for public comment. There was none.

ACTION:  Council Member Menicucci moved to approve Ordinance 2016-4 on

First Reading Repealing the current General Penalty Provision and Civil or Criminal
Action Provision, contained in Title 1, Chapter 4 of Belgrade City Code, and adopting a
new General Penalty Provision and Civil or Criminal Action Provision in Title 1, Chapter 4
of Belgrade City Code and set public hearing for June 20, 2016. Council Member Criner
seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

Consider First Reading of proposed Ordinance 2016— 5 Amending Title 7, Chauter 2, Part

1 of Belgrade Citv Code, to repuire the issuance of a uermit to Obstruct a Sidewalk, Street
or Allev

City Manager Barkley reviewed the need for this amendment due to the increased
construction in various locations and working with the needs of the City and the Citizens by
using the new permitting process. Application fee would probably be $25. Barkley did not
expect this to be used very often.

Mayor Nelson called for public comment. There was none.

ACTION:  Council Member Menicucci moved to approve Ordinance 2016— 5 on First

Reading Amending Title 7, Chapter 2, Part 1 of Belgrade City Code, to require the issuance
of a permit to Obstruct a Sidewalk, Street or Alley and set date for public hearing on June 20,
2016.  Council Member Simon seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried

unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA
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Warrants Pavable for April 2016

ACTION:  Council Member Koentopp moved to approve Warrants Payable for
Apri12016. Council Member Menicucci seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion

carried unanimously.

Pavroll for Mav 2016

ACTION:  Council Member Meniccuci moved to approve Payroll for May 2016.
Council Member Simon seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Council Member Criner commented on his meeting with City Manager Barkley and City
Attorney Ramler regarding the Fire Board and getting Legislative changes rolling. The laws are
very disconnected. Legislators really need to address these issues. Barkley confirmed that he and
Fire Chief Lindroth will be working on a white paper. All agreed that Belgrade needs a long
term solution to build a unified organization, but we are up against a time and size element that
won' t a11ow us to proceed as in the past. Criner commented that we need to get the chiefs and
the union on board first.  Barkley noted plans to bring it to Montana League of Cities and Towns
for the legislative agenda.      

Council Member Menicucci noted in addition to Madison River Brewery event producing
500 in donations for the Library, the" Give Big" event also raised about$ 850. Menicucci also

thanked the council for approving the additional funds for the MSU planning committee efforts.
i

Council Member Simon noted that the next day is Election Day in Montana. He is acting
as an Election Worker and encouraged everyone to get out and vote.

Council Member Koentopp asked about the status of the rental house at 314 S.
Broadway. Barkley confirmed it was ready to rent. Cooper asked ifwe could just tear it down
and put in some park benches. Barkley noted after the transportation plans are reviewed, the
City may just take the needed section of the Right of Way and then sell the house. That
intersection is not considered dangerous in terms of accidents, therefore, it is not high on the list
of priorities by the state. Barkley noted that projects tend to rise to the top of the list if traffic
stacks up or if there are safety issues. Koentopp also inquired about how voting takes place on
projects where the costs are being shared between the County and Bozeman.  It was confirmed
that Belgrade residents could only vote on these types of items through the County.

Council Member Cooper noted a sign posted on Oregon Street for" 18, 000 GVW" near
the drywall business. He asked why the signs are there. Barkley noted we don' t want other
trucks choosing this for their route. It' s fine for origination and destination trucks. With the
signs in place we have the option to enforce. It' s the only tool we have at this time to reduce the
heavy truck use.
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Cooper also noted some weed problems in yards, if they are as high as knee- level, he
asked ifnotices could be issued, perhaps at the same time when the City employees read meters.
Barkley asked Council members to give staff a list of properties they have noticed. Near the
billboards owned by Lamar was also noted as needing the weeds cut. Barkley commented on a
future Street Maintenance program that could include some weed removal along ROW' s

Mayor Nelson noted that a local brewery won awards for their cream ale and copper ale,
and he commended them for their efforts.

ADJOURN

Council Member Criner moved to adjourn the meeting at 8: 35 p.m.
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n      Mark Criner, Deputy Mayor
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Susan Caldwell, City Clerk
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