
BELGRADE CITY COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

COUNCIL CHAMBERS

July 5, 2016
7: 00 PM

I

Mayor Russell Nelson called the meeting to order.  Council Members in attendance were: Brad
Cooper, Anne Koentopp, Jim Simon and Kristine Menicucci.

Others in attendance were: City Attorney Richard Ramler, Police Chief E.J. Clark, Jr.,    
Planning Director Jason Karp, Michael Tucker and Carla Schmidt.  

ACTION: Council Member Menicucci moved to excuse Council Members Criner and
Smith. Council Member Koentopp seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried
unanimously.

APPROVED MINUTES OF THE June 20, 2016 Council Meeting.

ACTION: Council Member Cooper moved to approve the minutes of the June 20, 2016

Council meeting. Council Member Simon seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried
unanimously.

PUBLIC FORUM

Mayor Nelson called 3 times for public comment.  There being none, the public forum was
closed.

REPORTS

Mavor' s Report—the Mayor thanked the other council members for returning completed
forms to him related to the annual performance appraisal for the City Manager.  Mayor Nelson and
Council Members Menicucci and Cooper made a plan to meet with Mr. Barkley to review the overall
results, and then schedule a public review on the next Council Agenda as requested by City Manager
Barkley.

Citv Attornev' s Report—the City Attorney had nothing to report.

Citv Manager' s Report - Acting City Manager, Police Chief Clark reminded the Council that
City Manager Barkley was out taking some leave time and would be back in the office the following
Monday.

DISCUSSION AGENDA

Consider Bids for Yukon Lane 5ewer Extension Proiect

Acting City Manager Clark summarized the need for extending this sewer line at this time,
particularly in view ofpotential future development, and before that section of road is paved. TD& H
recommended contracting with Walker Excavation to complete the sewer extension project.



ACTION:  Council Member Menicucci moved to authorize City staff to negotiate a
contract with Walker Excavation for the Yukon Lane Sewer Extension and authorize the City
Manager to sign said contract. Council Member Cooper seconded the motion. All voted aye,
motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Nelson called for public comment. There was none.

Consider Broadwav Sidewalk Crossing Contract with Montana Rail Link

Staff confirmed the contract as presented was considered a standard format, had been reviewed
by the City attorney, and recommended approval as stated.

ACTION:  Council Member Koentopp moved to approve the contract with Montana Rail
Link to construct sidewalk crossings over the rail tracks on Broadway Avenue and authorize the
City Manager to sign said contract. Council Member Simon seconded the motion. All voted aye,
motion carried unanimously.    

Mayor Nelson called for public comment. There was none.  

I

I

Consider Contract with Highland Construction to demolish and remove all buildings located at
611 and 615 Missoula Avenue

Planning Director Karp summarized the legal steps that had already been taken leading up to
this demolition project. The proposal included removal of the structures, cleaning up the property, re-  

grading the property and removing the asbestos siding. Out of the 2 bids received, the lower bid was
shown as $ 31, 500.00. The work would probably start in August. This cost will be budgeted in the
Fiscal Year ending June 2017.

City Attorney Ramler stated that a statement of cost will be submitted to the homeowner upon
completion. They will have the opportunity to contest the amount as to it being reasonable. If it
remains unpaid, then the costs will be assessed as a special tax against the property and reported to the

County as a tax owed to the City of Belgrade. Ramler agreed to find out how soon the tax assessment
could be filed with the County.  Once the buildings are torn down, fencing the area should no longer be
an issue. Council requested that City staff notify the residents nearby of the actions about to take place
as a courtesy.

ACTION:  Council Member Menicucci moved to authorize the City Manager to enter
into a contract for services with Highland Construction Services to remove the structures, clean

up and re-grade the properties at 611 and 615 Missoula Avenue for$ 31,500.00. Council Member
Simon seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Nelson called for public comment. There was none.
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CONSENT AGENDA

Pavroll for June 2016

ACTION:  Council Member Cooper moved to approve Payroll for June 2016. Council

Member Koentopp seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Council Member Menicucci had nothing to report.

Council Member Simon inquired about the park board status. General discussion followed
regarding the lack ofboard members and efforts to fill the vacancies so the monthly meetings could
resume.

Council Member Koentopp expressed her concern over excessive weeds still present around
signs by Hoffinan& Main under the billboards.  She asked that the billboard company be contact to
get this addressed.  She also asked about the status of the rental house on 314 S. Broadway. The Clerk
confirmed that new tenants had been approved to move in by July

15t1i.    

Council Member Cooper inquired about a letter that several of the council members had
received complaining about a City Court/Police matter. He gave a copy of the letter to Police Chief
Clark for reference.  Council Member Cooper also reported that he had noticed where warnings were
posted at some homes where the weeds were overgrown. He felt the posted notices were not very
effective as only one owner had attempted to mow half the area needing attention at one home and no
other action had been taken at the other homes.  General discussion followed regarding excess weeds
around the Rock house near the schools, on both sides of the sidewalk and right-of-way, and around

I

area cluster boxes for US Mail, which they thought should be taken care of by City maintenance i

workers.  It was confirmed that one seasonal maintenance worker was hired and another is scheduled j

to begin work on July l
lth. I

ADJOURN

Council Member Menicucci moved to adjourn the meeting at 7: 35 p.m.
i
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x-      Russell C. Nelson, Mayor

Attest:       
r    -:    _
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Susan Caldwell, City Clerk

3


