
BELGRADE CITY COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

COUNCIL CHAMBERS

September 6, 2016

7: 00 PM

Mayor Nelson called the meeting to order. Council Members in attendance were:  Brad
Cooper, Anne Koentopp, Jim Simon, Kristine Menicucci and Ken Smith.

Others in attendance were:  City Manager Ted Barkley, City Attorney Richard Ramler,    
Planning Director Jason Karp, Finance Director Diane Eagleson, Library Director Gale Bacon, Tiffany
Maierle, Ed Roe, Matt Semple and Michael Tucker.       

ACTION: Council Member Cooper moved to excuse Council Member Criner. Council
Member Smith seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.       i

I
APPROVE MINUTES OF THE August 15, 2016 Council Meeting I

ACTION:  Council Member Menicucci moved to approve the Council meeting minutes

for August 15, 2016. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. All voted aye, motioned

carried unanimously.

PUBLIC FORUM

Mayor Nelson called for public comment.

Tiffany Maierle spoke on behalf of the Belgrade Youth Forum.  She stated that the Traffic Box
Art Wrap project was in the process ofbeing installed and should be done by the end of the week. The
Skate Park construction was also successfully completed and the site would be cleaned on Wednesday
in preparation for the Crrand Opening event planned for Thursday, from 4: 30 to 6: OOpm. Maierle noted
that the ribbon cutting was planned to take place at S: OOpm. She invited all council members to attend
and thanked them for their support.

Mayor Nelson called 2 more times for public comment. There being none the public forum was
closed.

PUBLIC HEARING

Big Skv Villas Proiect—Environmental Review and Findins of No Significant Imuact

City Manager Barkley read aloud the printed public notice included in the Council packet for
all in attendance. This was part of the process required to be eligible to receive the HOME funds
provided under the Affordable Housing Act related to the Big Sky Villas project. Barkley noted that
after this public hearing was completed, the home funds were expected to be released by the
Deparhnent of Commerce for this project.
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Mayor Nelson opened the public hearing for this item and called 3 times for public comment.
There was none.

City Manager Barkley stated there was one response to the mailed letters simply asking for the
notice in an electronic format.  This request was promptly fulfilled. No other written comments have
been received at this time.

General discussion followed regarding cost of administrative services provided by city staff.
Barkley confirmed the City will be reimbursed about $ 10,000 for admin costs, solidifying the

relationship between the City and the Human Resources Development Council (HRDC) in the view of
the Department of Commerce for funding purposes.  Turn-around time may vary as to when the funds
will be made available.  City Planning Director Karp confirmed the work may be delayed until after
the holidays to avoid displacing the residents at that time. No action was required of Council.     

PUBLIC HEARING I

Ordinance 2016- 6 Accessorv Dwelling Units

I

Planning Director Karp reviewed the proposed Ordinance that was now before the Council for
second reading. He noted that each Accessory Dwelling Unit( ADU) would require individual review
as a conditional use with notice to adjoining properties, provision of an off-street parking space, and
payment of impact fees. Water/sewer would be billed the same way as duplexes or aparhnents.

General discussion followed regarding the practice within other communities. Karp noted they
are usually above a garage or added on to a garage.  Enforcing the rule on existing ADU' s would be
problematic. The allowance may also change the density of the neighborhoods as they are zoned now.
Discussion followed on how it would impact water and fire services.  Karp noted that density improves
services as opposed to sprawl. Also, mixing the owners-to- renters ratio could have a positive affect
and provide an increase in affordable housing.

Mayor Nelson opened the public hearing for this item and called 3 times for public comment.
There was none.

ACTION:  Council Member Menicucci moved to approve and adopt Ordinance 2016- 6

upon second reading, amending the Belgrade Zoning Code to allow Accessory Dwelling Units as
a permitted conditional use in single-family districts within the City of Belgrade zoning
jurisdiction. Council Member Koentopp seconded the motion. Roll Call vote:
Council Members voting AYE:Menicucci, Koentopp
Council Members voting NO: Cooper, Smith, Simon
Council member not present: Criner

MOTION FAILED: 3 to 2

PUBLIC HEARING

Ordinance 2016-7 Re-codifv Animal Control Ordinance 2016-3
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Attorney Ramler reviewed the proposed Ordinance that was now before the Council for second
reading, noting this would change the reference numbers from Chapter 1 of title 4 to chapter 6 of title
4. Ramler acknowledged that additional review of the ordinance wording related to penalties and
impound rules can be brought through the process at a future meeting if Council so desired. The
proposed change before them now for approval was for administrative purposes only in numbering the
Chapter.

General discussion followed regarding additional review of the ordinance wording related to
penalties and impound requirements. The Council asked for additional review of the ordinance and the

penalties, along with the practice of impounding until released by the court. Barkley and Ramler also
suggested meeting with police officers as well so they would be aware ofhow the Council would like
the ordinance to be enforced.

Mayor Nelson opened the public hearing for this item and called 3 times for public comment.
There was none.

ACTION:  Council Member Koentopp moved to approve and adopt Ordinance 2016-7
upon second reading, recodifying Ordinance 2016-3 the Animal Control Ordinance, as Chapter 6 I

of Title 4 of the Belgrade City Code. Council Member Menicucci seconded the motion. All voted
aye, motion carried unanimously.     I

PUBLIC HEARING

Resolution 2016-14 Notice of Revenue Increase from Prouertv Taxes

Barkley noted the requirement to show intent to raise the mill levy as allowed by' h the CPI-U
inflation index along with increases in new construction valuations.

Mayor Nelson opened the public hearing for this item and called 3 times for public comment.
There was none.

ACTION:  Council Member Menicucci moved to adopt Resolution 2016- 14 Intent to

Budget additional property tax for Fiscal Year 2016-2017. Council Member Cooper seconded
the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING

Resolution 2016- 15 Permissive Medical Lew to fund Emulovee Grouu Health Premiums

Barkley noted that this is a special levy that allows the City to collect a small amount to offset
the cost of Employee Group Health Premiums. The amount allowed this year is just over$ 17, 000 at
1. 68 mills.

Mayor Nelson opened the public hearing for this item and called 3 times for public comment.
There was none.
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ACTION: Council Member Koentopp moved to adopt Resolution 2016- 15 to impose A
Permissive Medical additional mills levied for FY 2016-2017 in the amount allowed, to be
incorporating into the FY16- 17 budget. Council Member Cooper seconded the motion. All
voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING

Resolution 2016- 16 Preliminarv Budget for Fiscal Year ending June 30. 2017

Based on the preliminary budget accepted by the Council, Barkley now presented the proposed
Final Budget and reviewed adjustments that had been incorporated as shown in his agenda report.
Barkley noted that most City employees will receive a 3. 5% wage increase. A few employees will

receive specific increases to bring them closer to market value. Barkley anticipated the next
reappraisal will allow further adjustments in the next budget to better address compensation concerns.
He also referred to an updated cash flow pro- forma report included in the updated Budget document.
General Fund reserves are around 25% which is a good level. No new positions are proposed. The

Home Grant will be added later as an amendment. 

Library Director Bacon summarized the Library budget, noting reorganization ofjob duties
among her staff and wage adjustments.  She noted that the Library staff has been very involved and
supportive of the changes to meet the demands. Barkley noted the Ending Cash with this proposed
budget for the Library is about$ 118, 000 which is very acceptable

Barkley highlighted various planned purchases, projects and studies to be done this budget
year. Future increases in staffing will be planned based on the studies still to be completed.

Council inquired about why the Support Services Supervisor was listed as making a higher
wage than the Community Services Officer since when the CSO had so many more years and was
required to have more dealings with the public. Barkley said he expected to bring the CSO' s wage up .
Council also inquired about plans to adjust the City Manager' s rate of deferred compensation as
previously discussed at the time of his evaluation earlier this year. Barkley noted that he didn' t want to
address that until after the budget was adopted, then he planned to write a proposal regarding an
addition to his deferred compensation and perhaps add another year to his existing contract.  It would
be considered a contract amendment.

Mayor Nelson opened the public hearing to consider the Final Budget for FY16- 17 and called 3
times for public comment. There was none.

ACTION:  Council Member Menicucci moved to approve and adopt Resolution 2016- 16

adopting the Final Budget as presented, setting the mill levy for Fiscal Year 2016-2017, after
notice of public hearing and holding public hearing on the same. Council Member Simon
seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

REPORTS

Mavor' s Report—The Mayor had nothing to report
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City Attornev' s Reuort—the City Attorney had nothing to report

Librarv Director' s Reaort

Library Director Bacon reported on the Wanderlust program through Montana State University
MSU) and grants related to Humanities awards. She reviewed the various activities at the Library and

the upcoming Winefest event.  She commented on the relationship that has grown with MSU and that
they are planning to offer additional programs, such as hosting an event to include synthetic biology
presentations. Another idea is to offer Science, Tech, Engineering, Math and Art( STEAM)
programming. This will bring kids in for fun events involving MSU students as mentors to family
groups. Bacon noted the help received from United Way and Belgrade Youth Forum.  She also
provided a copy of an article recently featured in a national school library journal. Bacon noted their
Art display programs aimed toward children and military families.  She also brought in some artists
renderings ofpossibilities for future Library interiors.

Citv Manager' s Reaort

City Manager Barkley reported that the FY14- 15 audit field work was completed and the city is
waiting for the auditor' s final report.

Barkley reported that this year' s Shakespeare in the Parks event was well attended and went
very well.

Barkley reported that the City Public Works deparhnent employees are working diligently at
cleaning up the ROW' s and weed mowing in preparation of Fall Festival. Railroad crossings are still a
challenge and will probably not be done in time.

Barkley reported that the Skate Park will be officially open for use on this Thursday 4:30pm as
stated by Tiffany Maierle.

Barkley reported that the Napa sign on Jackrabbit near MDT' s Right-of-way is causing some
concern and may be a hazard to bike riders and/ or tall pedestrians. The sign needs to be raised or
moved, and at the very least, marked as a hazard.  MDT has been notified of the potential hazard.

Barkley noted the Grand Opening of the Belgrade Clinic off ofAlaska Road is scheduled for
Monday, the 19' from 11 am to 2pm including lunch.  Council members were invited to rsvp.

Barkley reported that he has consulted with MDT for a Request for Proposal for a
transportation study consultant.  MDT can do it for us at no charge and with a shorter time frame so
they will be helping Belgrade in this endeavor.

Barkley reported that the initial meeting for the Corridor Study was attended by a council
member and City staff. Barkley felt this was more of an introductory meeting. From a multi modal
standpoint, this corridor does make sense to connect Bozeman and Belgrade, but there are significant

challenges in working with the railroad.
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Barkley reported on the progress being made on the Court office remodel project.

DISCUSSION AGENDA

Consider Resolution 2016- 17 Intent to Abandon Mavfair Drive west of Meadow Circle

City Planning Director Karp reviewed the request, with the applicant proposing to dedicate an
equivalent amount ofproperty as a park across the way. First reading of the Ordinance would come at
the next meeting.

ACTION:  Council Member Koentopp moved to approve Resolution 2016- 17 Intent to
Abandon/Vacate Mayfair Drive west of Meadow Circle, and direct staff to provide notice to the

adjoining property owners and the public and draft an ordinance and schedule the necessary
public hearings to abandon the street as requested by the petitioners. Council Member Smith
seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

Consider Resolution 2016- 18 to Apnrove a Lease-Purchase Asreement for a Jet Rodder/Vacuum

Truck

City Manager Barkley reviewed the basic 5 year Lease-Purchase agreement which has also
been reviewed by the City Attorney.  Terms include 2. 96% interest, quarterly payments and no penalty
for early payoff. It is a 2016 model.

Mayor Nelson called for public comment. There was none.

ACTION: Council Member Menicucci moved to approve initiating a lease-purchase
Agreement with Leasing 2, Inc. for a Jet Rodder Vacuum Truck. Council Member Koentopp
seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

ACTION:  Council Member Koentopp moved to approve Resolution 2016- 18 authorizing
the City Manager to enter into a Lease- Purchase Agreement with Leasing 2, Inc., for the Lease-
Purchase of a Vac-Con Jet Rodder Vacuum Truck at a purchase price of$ 394,733, and to

authorize the City Manager to sign all related documents. Council Member Simon seconded the
motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Warrants Pavable for Julv 2016

ACTION:  Council Member Menicucci moved to approve Warrants Payable for July
2016. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously. 

Council Member Criner arrived at 9: 30pm and took his seat on the Council.    

Pavroll for Ausust 2016
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ACTION:  Council Member Simon moved to approve the Payroll for August 2016.

Council Member Menicucci seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Council Members Smith, Simon and Criner had nothing to report.

Council Member Menicucci commented on the Corridor Study and the fact that the Railroad
has several points where their property extends across the frontage road into private property. More
education to the public is needed. Menicucci also asked if the City staff could look into obtaining
name badges for each Council member for when they attend functions.

Council Member Koentopp reported that several people had concerns about the number of dogs
allowed at each residence in the city.  She felt more reminders should be provided and suggested
including this in with the water bills as a way to advise citizens of limitations in regard to pets.

Council Member Cooper questioned if the Belgrade City Judge was required to quit his private
practice as a Defense Attorney when he came on board with the City of Belgrade.  Barkley noted the
Judge is currently representing 3- 4 cases in his private practice, but Barkley thought his intention was
to be out ofprivate practice within another year or so. This was allowed under his current contract.
General discussion followed as to whether the public would agree with this as being acceptable.  It was
noted that a citizen had sent a letter to the council stating their complaint that this being allowed was a
perceived conflict of interest. Council expressed their preference that the Belgrade Judge not practice

concurrently as an attorney. Barkley noted it was important to be mindful of the proper separation of
duties and conflicts of interests. City Attorney Ramler noted there are specific rules that are followed
and a substitute judge is used as needed.       

Mayor Nelson inquired about status ofplacing a lien on the Redd property for demolition costs.
He also inquired about adding the requirement of using pipe-liners in the city code to deal with roots.   

ADJOURN

I

Council Member Criner moved to adjourn the meeting at 9: 45 p.m.       
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Susan Caldwell, City Clerk
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