
BELGRADE CITY COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

COUNCIL CHAMBERS

September 19, 2016

7: 00 PM

Mayor Nelson called the meeting to order.  Council Members in attendance were: Anne
Koentopp, Jim Simon, Kristine Menicucci, Mark Criner and Ken Smith.

ACTION:  Council member Menicucci moved to excuse Council Member Cooper.  Council

Member Smith seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

Others in attendance were:  City Manager Ted Barkley, City Attorney Jordan Ramler, Planning
Director Jason Karp, Finance Director Diane Eagleson, Ed Roe, Patrick Lonergan, James Wine, Scott
Crawford, Danielle Boston, Jennifer Cornwell, Carolyn Mason, Mike Devries, Matt Semple and David

Osterman.

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE September 6, 2016 Council Meeting

ACTION:  Council Member Smith moved to approve the Council meeting minutes for
September 6, 2016. Council Member Criner seconded the motion. All voted aye, motioned

carried unanimously.

PUBLIC FORUM

Mayor Nelson called for public comment.

Jennifer Cornwell, residing at 904 Powers Blvd, thanked the city and council for past assistance
in dealings with the developers of Meadowlark Ranch.  She expressed her concern that during the
morning and evening commute times, there is a high volume of contractors, residents and visitors
speeding at what she estimated at 35- 60 mph.  She requested the assistance of the Police Department
helping this situation by increasing patrols, particularly during the hours of 7: 30 to 8: 30am and in the
evenings between 5: 30 and 6:30pm.  She thanked them for their help.

Carolyn Mason, residing on Sturnella Lane, requested clarification as to why residents are
getting ticketed because the parked cars extend into the sidewalk.  She stated that the issue seems to
stem from the way the driveways were designed and normal size vehicles will not fit.  She requested
that the sidewalks be moved or the ticketing be stopped.

City Manager Barkley acknowledged that parking issues in various areas within the City limits
have been brought up, particularly the issue of parked cars projecting into the Right-of-Way( ROW).
Council agreed that this subject should be placed on the next council meeting agenda for discussion
scheduled for Oct

3rd

Danielle Boston, residing at 1111 Powers Blvd, noted her frustration with parking as well.  She

stated that residents cannot park on the streets because they are not wide enough.  She requested the
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speed limit be reduced to 15mph and reported that at least 3 pets have been injured, as far as she knew.
She felt this was directly related to the traffic speeding through on the narrow streets.  She requested
that speed dips be installed to help reduce speed throughout the subdivision, and perhaps this would
help reduce hazards near blind corners as well.

Mayor Nelson asked that this issue be brought to the Police Department' s attention and the
Council be given an update at the next council meeting if possible.

Scott Crawford, residing at 804 Colorado, spoke regarding a recent warning issued about the
way vehicles were being parked at an angle. He noted that this way of parking has been practiced for
many years at his condo. He felt that if they were going to receive citations for this, perhaps they
could possibly apply for and obtain a variance.

City Manager Barkley noted that Mr. Crawford' s parking question was one of the reasons this I

was being put on the agenda for the next Council meeting. Barkley summarized the default rule for
parking which included parking parallel to the street ROW, but due to various set backs and different
widths of streets throughout the City, this can be hard to determine at times.  Some areas have received
approval for angle parking, but a discussion needs to take place to give sensible direction going
forward.

Mayor Nelson called 2 more times for public comment. There being none the public forum was I

closed.    

REPORTS

Mavor' s Reuort

The Mayor read a Proclamation designating November 1
St

as " Extra Mile Day". He also

reported attending the Grand Opening of the new Belgrade Clinic.

Citv Attornev' s Renort—the City Attorney had nothing to report

Planning Director' s Report

Planning Director Jason Karp reported a healthy increase in activity within the Planning and
Building departments. The addition of Clinton Holman, Permit Tech/Public Works Clerk has greatly
enhanced the level of customer service within the department. The additional contracted inspection
services provided by Ed Nordby has also assisted greatly in timely completion of required inspections,
particularly in the Ryen Glenn and Meadowlark Ranch subdivisions. Nordby is currently providing all
plumbing inspections, helps with sidewalk inspections, and also some framing inspections as well. He
works on a contract basis as needed.

Karp noted that Ryen Glenn has submitted 83 permits in 2016 thus far. There were 40 permits
submitted for Meadowlark Ranch in 2015 and 121 permits so far in 2016. These have all been for
single family houses. Historically, Karp noted that the highest number of permits issued in one year
was 117 back in 2006. This year' s issued permits have already surpassed that number, with several
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more pending permits waiting for approval.  Karp reported that Commercial development has not been
very busy this year, but he anticipated an increase in this area.

Karp noted that the City-County Planning Board is embarking on another attempt at creating a
County zoning regulation. Workshops with the County Planning board are being scheduled.  It will be
brought to County Commissioners down the road. Plans include securing the services of a consultant
to update our Growth Policy. Karp noted his active participation related to the Corridor Study on
Frontage Road, the Trail Committee meetings, his recent appointment to the County Bicycle Advisory
board as a citizen. Karp noted that new subdivision activity is minor in the County. He noted that the
current building boom is different from the last one as this one is more focused on urban areas that
already have water and sewer services to offer. This will also affect water and sewer capacities and
master plans.    

Citv Manager' s Report

City Manager Barkley referred to the newsletters included with the Council packets produced
by Montana Water News and Northern Rocky Mountain Economic Development District( NRMEDD).
Barkley noted that NRMEDD and Prospera have begun discussions about melding their Revolving
Loan Fund programs and may have a plan to present to our Council in a few weeks.   

Barkley reported that the Fall Festival went very well and Public Works had the streets looking
good. Barkley reported that the recent passage of SB396 during the last Legislative session, the so-
called" Uber Bill" changed many things such as no longer requiring Taxi Companies to obtain a
certification of necessity".  Barkley reported that the City has now had a person inquiring about

providing a new taxi cab service in Belgrade. We will be reviewing recommendations for
backgrounding drivers among other things that might make sense for Belgrade.

Barkley reported that the City of Livingston has inquired about how we went about building
our skate park and associated costs. We have provided them contact information for the GVSPA and
Belgrade Youth Forum.  We continue to get good feedback on our skate park design and use.

Tax certification and preparation of our Annual Financial Statements are underway. We are

still waiting for the 2014-2015 report from our auditors.

Barkley reported that the Community Church on South Broadway has applied for permission to
have their interim pastor park his RV behind the church. This is not allowed under current codes and

City staff are trying to resolve and find options.

Barkley reported that the paper work has been filed for the lien on the Redd property. Mayor
asked if the city has contacted the lien holder to see if they are actively trying to sell the property.
Barkley confirmed the Lien is approximately$ 31, 000.

Barkley reported that filling vacant positions on the various boards and commissions is proving
to be difficult. Ricky Dighans has agreed to apply for reappointment to the Police Commission, but
there has been no interest in park board positions. Barkley noted the option of appointing an interim
committee and bring items to the public' s attention as needed.
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Barkley reported that the railroad crossing issues continue. The contractors want to wait to
pour the sidewalk until after the RR can finish their connection points, but we are still waiting.

Barkley reported on a planning meeting with Montana Department of Transportation on
Wednesday this week. Council Member Criner asked if snow removal could be on the list of
discussion.

Barkley noted attending the Grand Opening of the new Belgrade Clinic. They confirmed that 5
doctors would start out at this location and they were expecting this to eventually increase to include
about 20 specialty doctors.

DISCUSSION AGENDA

Consider Reappointment of Kathv Galla her to the Gallatin Local Water Qualitv District Board
i

Mayor Nelson recommended reappointment ofKathy Gallagher to continue her service on the
Gallatin Local Water Quality District Board.

ACTION:  Council Member Koentopp moved to approve reappointment of Kathy
Gallagher to the Gallatin Local Water Quality District Board for a 3 year term. Council
Member Menicucci seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

Consider Potential SID on Frank Road

Planning Director Karp explained this involves much more than just paving. A budget ofup to
10,000 has been deemed necessary to study this project and to identify the overall costs. The

consultants have requested a guarantee that they will be paid for their work, even if the SID fails to
proceed further.

Barkley noted this was an unusual circumstance to guarantee these type of costs, but it will fit
well into our long term plans and we will need this information whether the SID proceeds or not.
Belgrade also has the planning funds to use for this purpose. Barkley recommended approval of this
request.

Mike Devries spoke in agreement with this being approved. He felt this was a favorable time
for this project to move forward.

Council asked if the property was already inside the city limits. Planning Director Karp noted
that the Davis Property is inside City limits, however the other parcels are not and annexing those other
parcels would be part of the first step.

ACTION: Council Member Criner moved to authorize a budget of up to $10,000 for fees

related to consultant services to complete a study for the Frank Road SID project and to
determine the design and project costs. In the event the SID fails to proceed, services will be paid

out of Planning funds. If the SID does proceed, the costs of the study will be absorbed into the

Page 4 of 7



SID project and not be expended from Planning funds. Council Member Smith seconded the
motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

Consider Sub Recipient Agreement with Human Resources Develoument Council( HRDC)

City Manager Barkley asked the council to table this item because additional information about
the specific administrative reimbursement to the City, and the tax offset information, was not included
in this version of the contract. It will be brought up at a future meeting.  Council did not take any
action.

Consider Ado tion of Gallatin Coun Emer enc Mana ement Plana tv g v g

Patrick Lonergan, Director, Gallatin County Emergency Management, reported that the last i
Emergency Management Plan version was adopted in 2011. The newly revised edition for 2016 is i
ready for adoption.  Lonergan reviewed some of the updates and changes including clarification of the
role of the Mayor in declaring evacuations. It was the County Attorney' s opinion that the Mayor is
considered the highest elected official within a subdivision. He noted that certain sections of MCA
note that this type ofproclamation is done by Mayor, then another section states it should be done by a
quorum. This 2016 Plan states it can be done by the Mayor if no quorum is physically available.
Lonergan noted having the support of a quorum is always desirable. A full copy of the revised
Emergency Management Plan will be available at the City office for reference.

ACTION:  Council Member Criner moved to approve adoption of the Gallatin County

Emergency Management Plan as revised for 2016. Council Member Simon seconded the motion.
All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

Patrick Lonergan also reported on the updated communication system for public safety

agencies to assist in reporting information related to fire status, missing children, and similar events.
The hazard mitigation plan is also going under review and revision. He noted that area entities who
participate will positively affect their eligibility for FEMA benefits if the need arises.

Consider Resolution 2016- 19 Setting Annual Compensation for the Belgrade Citv Court Judse

City Manager Barkley reviewed the required for a Resolution in order to set the annual
compensation for our City Court Judge each year: The recommended increase of 3. 5% was the same

as other city employees received according to the recently approve FY16- 17 Budget document.

ACTION:  Council Member Menicucci moved to approve Resolution 2016-19 setting

annual compensation for City Court Judge Andrew Breuner at$ 64, 170 per annum for Fiscal
Year ending June 30, 2017. Council Member Criner seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion
carried unanimously.

CLOSED SESSION: Consider Emplavment Contract Amendment for the Citv Manager

At 8: Olpm, Mayor Nelson announced that the discussion related to this portion of the Council Meeting
would be closed to the public as they would be considering personal financial information provided by
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City Manager Barkley. The Mayor advised those in the audience that the general meeting would be
reopened shortly hereafter.

8: 14 pm: The meeting was re-opened to the public.

ACTION: Council Member Menicucci moved to approve a new contract with the City
Manager with the requested changes to include an increase in deferred compensation for
retirement benefits, a 3. 5% increase in base pay, and adding one year to the contract term, 
effective June 25, 2016, and authorize the Mayor to sign said contract. Council Member Simon

Iseconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.      

CONSENT AGENDA

Warrants Pavable for August 2016

ACTION:  Council Member Smith moved to approve Warrants Payable for August 2016.

Council Member Menicucci seconded the motion. All voted aye, motion carried unanimously.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Council Member Koentopp reported her attendance of the Grand Opening of the Belgrade
Clinic.

Council Member Simon noted his observation of 30 - 35 kids at the Skate Park, lots of little

ones, all seemed to be having good fun and it seems to be going well. Simon also toured the new
clinic.

Barkley noted there were no official rules posted at the Skate Park. T'he City' s liability insurer I,

has indicated that no rules are better than rules without active enforcement.       
I
i

Council Member Menicucci reported attending the Transportation Corridor meeting, which will
be meeting every month now.  She noted long agendas would be involved.

Council Member Criner reported attending the Fire board meeting and the quick actions on
recent fires. The Fire Deparhnent is looking for a volunteer public information officer to help update
and develop their communication through their website and Facebook options. They also reviewed the
Fire Chief' s evaluation and compensation during this month' s meeting.    

Council Member Smith reported that he contributed comments regarding the evaluation on the
Fire Chief as well.     

Mayor Nelson inquired ifwe have been contacted regarding input on the Law & Justice Center

issue. Barkley confirmed that he had spoken to Jim Doer, County Administrator, about presenting
information at the council meeting scheduled for Oct 3rd. General discussion followed regarding the
project being put before the voters throughout the county.
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ADJOURN

Council Member Criner moved to adjourn the meeting at 8: 27 p.m.

v`     

Russell C. Nelson, Mayor

At' st:  

j    ,\,\

i

Susan Caldwell, City Clerk
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